
AP English III 
Mr. Murphy 
Summer Writing Essay 
 
Assignment:  For this essay, analyze one of the optional texts you’ve read over the summer.  Specifically, you 

should identify and discuss the author’s intended purpose in writing the book.  For example, if you read, say, Tom 
Wolfe’s Radical Chic, your essay would point out that Wolfe’s intention is to criticize the involvement of affluent whites 

in the Black Power movement of the 1960’s.  Secondly, your essay should discuss HOW the author goes about 
achieving his or her purpose—in Radical Chic, Wolfe relies heavily on satirical elements (humor, irony, exaggeration, 
etc) to make his point.  If you were analyzing The Jungle, you might talk about Sinclair’s use of disturbing imagery as 
a means to illustrate the injustices of capitalism.  While most of the texts on your list have fairly easily discernible 
purposes, most of them also use a number of rhetorical strategies and elements to achieve them.  This is good for 
you as a writer, as it will provide much latitude for creative and thoughtful analysis.  Just make sure that you can 
substantiate any claim that you make with evidence.   
 
And just so we’re clear:  you are NOT writing a summary, a book report, a biography of the author, or an opinion 
piece.  Your essay needs to be analytical in nature, formal in its presentation, and thorough in its scope.   
 
YOU SHOULD NOT CONSULT OR UTILIZE ANY OUTSIDE SOURCES FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT.  This is not a 

research paper!  The use of any secondary sources will be considered plagiarism and will result in a grade of zero for 
this assignment. 
 
The technical stuff:  the essay should be typed, in a size 12 Times New Roman font, double-spaced, and follow the 
basic rules of MLA.  It should be approximately 3 pages in length.  Make sure you proofread before submitting it to 
me. 
 
The essay is due on the first day of school. No late work will be accepted, and no excuses will be 

entertained.  The essay will count as a test grade. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns over the summer, don’t hesitate to email me:  murphyk@eht.k12.nj.us.  

 


